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REMARKS 

The Examiner has finally rejected claims 2, 14, 1 8-23, 25 and 29- 
34 under 35 USC § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Gasper in view of St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch Article and further view of the Ottawa Citizen as set forth on pages 
3-5. Except for the last paragraph, this is the same rejection set forth in the 
Examiner's previous rejection of February 27, 2003. 

The Examiner, in the last paragraph on page 5, has stated "If the - 
prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the 
claim. In a claim drawn to a process of making, the intended use must result in a 
manipulative difference as compared to the prior art". The Examiner then goes on 
to state "Therefore, the stamp of Gasper et al. as modified by the St. Louis 
Dispatch is capable of being an 'official stamp' stamp depending on the indicia 

printed on the stamp". 

The Gasper et al. (US 5,919,730) is directed to a media, for 
restricting cctY ^ P " f a document that utilized one or more microdots that are 
embedded in the document for providing a non- visual, but machine detectable 
mark or marks. The print of Gasper is in no way capable of being an official 
postal stamp. The St Louis Dispatch is directed to a hunting stamp that is used to 
allow individuals to hunt. As will be discussed later here again, neither of these 
are directed to an official postal stamp to which the present invention is directed. 
Furthermore, there is no teaching or suggestion or motivation to combine the 
references as suggested by the Examiner. The Examiner has not provided a single 
reason why one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to select 
the references and combine them. A factual inquiry whether to combine 
references must be thorough and searching. It must be based on objective 
evidence of records. Conclusionary statements for combining references are 
insufficient for modifying or combining of references. See in re Lee, 277 Fed, 
1388,61 USPQ 2 nd 1430. 

The Examiner in paragraph 3, starting on page 6 of the Official 
Action, has provided a response to Applicant's prior arguments. The Examiner 
somehow attempts to make the argument that the present invention is not limited 
to limited edition postal stamps. In this regard, there are at least two instances in 
independent claim 12 which specifically set forth that the present invention is 
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directed to a limited edition official postage stamp, In claim 12, first line is 
directed to "A limited edition official postal stamp", and the fturd Une of clarm 12 
states mat the stamp includes a first indicia identifying said lirnited ediUon p^d 
22S t ai ^asbein g alirnitededition. Thus, there are at least two mst-cesm 
claim 1 2 that clearly set forth that the present invention is Erected to a toted 
edition official postal stamp. In this regard, Applicant respectfully submits to me 
Examinerthatpostalstamphascleaxanddistinctmeaning. The deration of a 
postage stamp states, as set forth in Webster's II New College Dictionary, mat it 
is "a small engraved adhesive label issued by a government and sold in various 
denommationstobeaffiKed^^ 

attached Exhibit). The Examiner states that the present invention is not limited to 
postal stamps. Applicant respectfully submits that mis is in contradiction to ft* 
clear meaning of the claims. The Examienr has used the definition of stamp m its 
broadest sense which is contrary to what is clearly set forth in the claims. As 
previously discussed, the Gasper et al. reference is directed to a document having 
microdots thereon to indicate the ability to copy the document A media is not a 
postal stamp as taught and claimedby Applicant, nor is it a limited edition postal 
stamp as taught and claimed by Applicant. 

With regard to the Examiner stating that "Webster's Dictionary 
also defines 'observable' as being 'visible', the Examiner goes on to further state 
if an applicant does not define the term in the specification, that term will be 
given its common meaning or broadest reasonable interpretation consistent with 
the specification. In regard to the Gasper et al. reference, something that is not 
observable means that it cannot be seen or is invisible. Applicant does not argue 
that Gasper does not teach or suggest items that are not visible on the document, 
only that the present invention is directed to a very specific invention i.e., a 
limited edition postal stamp that includes both first and second indicia wherein the 
first indicia identifies that it is a limited edition official postal stamp which 
includes a unique ID and that the second indicia is not visible under normal 
viewing conditions for confirming that the limited edition official postal stamp is 
a valid limited edition postal stamp. The Examiner states in conclusion, Gasper et 
al. teaches a printed document (stamp) which comprises first indicia being printed 
matter on a sheet and second indicia microdots which is not capable of being 
scanned for reproduction. Then the Examiner goes on to say that the St. Louis 
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D^is.lied^fordisc.os^theoffi^limi^edmous.ampMvmg. 

^ue iadieia .0 dolose tha, * is one ou, of a prcdetenmnrf number. 

Aspxeviomlypom.edortnei^ofAeseared.rected.oapos^ 

s^ananeiteof^chteach or suggest « combining «h«n or* ; wi*«he 
otber for reasons previousiysetx^I. is incumbentuponfteE^^ 
exp,ain why one would take a hunting «v and somehow combme ma, w>uv a 
„L.«-»— eopyingwhichuruizesmicrodots. »is *~ 

is lere no teaming or suggestion .0 combine the features of ft. a«d pno «. *. 
„nor an totdly Vacks me teaching of providing first and second indica a, taught 

and claimed by Applicant. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the Examiner must find the 

the^ons why the reference may becombmed and why the combine* would 
resulting claimed invention. In addition, there must be some showing of some 
reasonable expectation of success. In the present case, the combining of the 
references would not be reasonably expected to provide a limited edition postal 
stamp as taught and claimedby Applicant The prior art totally lacks any 
teaching or suggestion of providing such. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that the claims in then- 
present form are in condition for allowance and such action is respectfully 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Frank Pincelli/phw 
Rochester, NY 14650 
Telephone: 585-5382 
Facsimile: 585-477-4646 



Attorney for Applicants) 
Registration No. 27,370 
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Houghton Mifflin Company 
Boston . New York 



i 
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i^v ;::; '-;;-'v. . 

1^ v* ;/'^ : v:. 



air* - * ,.*• «< 



jses&ed • posthaste 



tunnoil> 6, To cause to hive, hold, pr master something os property 
or fcnowled*^. 7. Tb cause to be influenced or controlled, us by an idea 
or emotion, *• Oba, To gain ot seiz^ — pos.se s'sor n. 

pos-scsscd (po-zest') atli. L Hiving *s * possession. Z. Controlted 
bv or « if by i supernatural force : OBSESStD. 3. SeU-possessed. 

poatsesision fpvzftafa ' ^ n. I, The «t 05 iact of pcsscssiiig. J- The 
state of being possessed. 3- Something possessed or owned. 4, p09- 
seaaions. Wealth m property, 5. Actual holdiog or occupancy 
with or without rightful ownerihip. 6. A. territory &ub>ct to foreign 
control 7. Self-control. 8. The stare of being duminattd by or «s « by 

evil Spirit Or an obsession. 

p09-a£s*sivc (po-ziVtv) M- L Of or relating to po«eK*im or own- 
ership. 2. Having or displaying a desice to control or dominate <* pw- 
sejsivs parent > 3. Of, relating to, ox dw^patiag a noun or pronoun 
esse that indicates possession, -a 1* The possessive we. 2. Ap«. 
scssive gramma tic* 1 fotm or construction. — pa* -sea 'aweary adv. 
^poe-scs'sive-oess n. 

possessive adjective n, A pronominal adjective that expresses 
possession. , 

possessive pronoun n. A pronoun denoting potaession and ca- 
pable of substituting for a noun phrase. 

pos*ac8*so*ry (p^es'^re) adj. 1. Of, relating to, u having tx» 
sefsion. 2. Lirw D€ pending on ot ariAme from possession, 

pos«sct (ptta'It) a. [ME poshcL] A spiced driolc of hoc sweetened 
milk cuxdfed with ak an wins. d . 

paa*aMMl*i+*r (pds'>bH f 3t«) n.. pi. -tics- A. Tbe staM or fact of 
being possible. Z. So me thing possible. 3. poaaibilHics. Potentially 
UvoraH* n=mhs <This old how has p&M possibilities.> 

poa.sMilc (poVd-bol) odi- [ME < OFc < Ut, <pou9 r to 

be able.] 1. Otpuble of existing, happening, en being true without con- 
trudictms proren bets, laws, or circumstances. Z. Capable of talrins 
place ox bednedone without offense co natuie, chw9ctai ox custom. 3. 
Capable of cwerable development : potential <a posilbla buUdin^ 
iitft> 4. Of uncertain likelihood- -poVfli.bly crrtv. 

pO»-«tittt {poVam] a vol of otossvm- 

possum haw n. 1- A hoUy, IIax dtcid'JA of the aottthesytern United 
Stutwr with brifiht-ted Emit X A *h wh, Vib antxaa nudum of the cast- 
cm United Sanes, with whita flowers and bluish hlftct faiit. 

post 1 (pi«) n. [ME OE < Ut. pQitti.) I. A atakc oi mMexial, on 
wood, set upright into the ground to serve » a nurbet or support a. 
A ROal poat a. The starting gste Pt a race crack. — vf. post»cd, post- 
posts* 1. p* Tb pvt up (an announcement} in a pine* of public 
view. b. To cove/ (*^., a wall} with posters. 2- To announce by or as if 
by poster* <post marital banns> X To put up signs an (property) 
warning against trespassing. 4. To denounce publicly <po& 9 pe^on an 
an cmbe^zleT> S. To publish {a name) on 9 Ust. 

poatz (pOat) a. [Fr. poire < Oltftl posto < VLat. *posti2m < Lat jpwsi- 
tum p.parc, of pOncrc to pbce.J L x Amiticary base where tuoopa a«s 
stationed, b. The bnildings and pounds ol 1 military baao. 2. A local 
orgaofeRUon of roUiury vetenns. 3. A bmglc call tn the British AAny. 
mounded in the evening m a signal co retire to quarters. 4. An assigned 
position ox station, sa of a sentry or suord, 5- A position of employ- 
ment, cap. an appointed puhlic office. 6. A place to which one is as- 
signed for duty. 7* A trading post. —vt~ poftt-cd, pott^infc, posts. 
1. To assign to a pprtjcnlar potation or s cation <pwt a guard > a^To 
sppoiiit to a military or naval command, a. To put for>wd t pjuisent 
<post a bail bond> 

post* (post) d. [Fr. post* < ItaL posra < Ut. porica. p.psxt, of pon&t. 
to pbccj la. A, delivery ot mail b. The cwO delivarad. 2. a. One of 
a series of relay atarioos alonx a futed route, supplying fresh horses and 
riders for the delivery of mail on horseback, b. A rider on such a route 
: couwmt X Qhitfly Bht a. A govcramenul system fer ttanspcrfting 
and delivering the mail K A punt office, —v. post-cd* poflt«iiis; 
posts. — vf- t. Tb travel Ln a canes or relays. %. To travel quicJdy. 3. 
to bob up And down in the saddle in rhythm with a hone's trotting 



^ "- 



necessary entries in (a ledger), on a list or in a record. & 

Computer Set. To enter a unic of information 00 a record or- into a 
seccton of computer stoc&ge. — adv. L By post horse. 2. By mail. 3- 
With great speed : cap idly. 

* SfttUt POST, ENXER, INSERT, BLBCORD, ktG(ST£» *i CafA m&ZllUg i 

to place on a ltsx 01 in a record ^posted the names of the major con* 
tribut»rs> , , 

A wotd history: The word pojt J , meaning "awil" is ultimately 
derived from Latin jponcre, "to place, put in position.'' This meaning of 
the word post w»* a result of the method of delivering mail In tbe 
16th eentury horsemen were stationed at designated puces along cer- 
tain roads to ride in relay* v/ith royal dispatches and other pspexs. 
These couriers were called "posts." As tbe system of mail delivery ex* 
panded during tbe next two eennirlcs, post was applied to * delivery of 
and then to the org&nisrtiou responsible for the entire system oi 
dclivextng rami 

post— pief. ELat < post, behind, after.) I. After : later <postmillcn- 
nial> 2. Behind : posterior to <postarial> 
postt-agc (po'sdf) n. The chsrge tot m a ilfn e an item, 



postage meter n. A machine used to print the correct , 
postage on each piece of maiL 

postage stamp n. A small engraved, usu. aencaive 1*^ <te ^ 

j f ovciruntnt and sold in various djoominationa to he affijeest talt!? 

of mail as proof of tht payment of postage. ltc H 
pOAt'Ol < po r fttsl) noV. Of or relating to the post office or n^j ^ 

— n, A postal card. — poot'al-ly adv. 
postal card n. A owl printed with a posttge stamp, is Sucd ^ . 

by a j^vyanrncnt. toi sendins rnessa&es it low rates. 
postnl order n. Chiefly Brit. A money ocdet. 
postal Qcrvicv iz. ?OSt office 1. 

post*ax-i-nl (pnst-ik'aC-sl) adj. Situated behind taai^^. 
body, esp. posterior to the ulna of the arm or the fibula of tb? C 
— poat*ax r i*al-ily <af(/. 

poat-btl-ltim (post-bcl' sm) adj. [lu. po^c aft« + Lat. ^ 
wwj Happciiing after a war, cip. the American Civil Wat 

post- box abo post boat (post'bttks') n. A mailbux. 

po^card diso post card (pust^Vatd') a. 1. An unstitch} qm 
usu. bearinx n picture on one side, with space for an ahbcxs, 
stamp, and shore message 2_ A poscul card. ^ 

po»t-CJi-va (post-ka'TO) il Anct. The inferior vena Cara. 
CA'val adj. 

-post chaise JJ. A closed, fouT-vrhfieled, hoxse-drawri Cirriagt, qc> 
used to transport mail and passengers. 

post«clas'&i-cnl {past-kliVi-kal) edl Oi rctirina to, Dcbrin,. 

time bllowing a classical period, « in art, bteuatuw, or cdtun^ 
postpco^lo-ni-al tpdvt'ks-lv'nu-al) ad}. CL pertaining to, or beg. 

the Hmo following the esmhTiflhrnrnt of independence in 1 t^^r 
pOSt-dntc (post -dlt r ) -d»t-cdr -dAt-uis, -dates, t Xopix 

date on (c&. a chcclO that is Lluo* than the actual date, z To folk* \ % 

time i occur later than, 

post«di>lu«vi*ara (pdst'dl-loVvS-an) fliao post.di*lu,vS,al 
(•al) 00V. [rO$? + Lat. dLlnWum, flood, —see diluvial.] 3xl&tiuof 
happening after the Biblical flood. —2. One Kvmg after tbe JKjci 
Tlood. 

post<doc-tor*nl <pgst^lok'tsx-al) alto post*doc*tor-at« He 
adj. Oi relating to, or engaged m academic study Deyond tbe (crdrf 
4 doctor's degree. 

post-cr 1 (po'sur) u- I- A large printed and often illu&tnted phect 
bill, or announcement posted to advertise ot puhlidie somcii^i 
One who post? hilts or notices. 

post* ex* (pVsrai) n. Archaic. One who traveled post. 

poster color n. riM r«A 1. 

pOAte re>s*tante (post' rc -stant f ) a, [It ; poste, msil + rejtcrtt 
pr.parc. of restei, co remain.] A notation written on a letter tndiutfaj 
that the Icttet should be held at the pose office until claimed by fa 
sddressee. 

po»-te>H-Or (p5-«ir f e-ar. po-) adi. flak, coarp. of posterns, connni 
after < post, after. 1 1. Situated behind a part or toward the feirdi 
structure. 2. Relating to the caudal end of tbe body in »a animal ccttt 
dorsal side in human*. 3. Bet. Adjacent to or nearest tbe mala aiia 
stem. 4. Coming after in order : rQttowu/e*. S. Fullovrbg a tan: 
suitscqvcHT. »a. often posteriors. The buttocks. — povte'ri. 
trfily adv, 

pos«te«ri*or*i<ty (pd-stJr'e-or't-te, -or'-, po-) p. The statcefViit] 
posterior in location or time. 

pos*tcr-i-ty (pfi'St«t't-tc) n- [MB pftftsrits < OFt < Latpntcntd 
< postems, coming after < post, after.] 1. Future generations. 2. Oort 
descendants as a group. 

positcm (pd'stam, pV UroJ a. [ME postems < OPt, sltendu d 
pOsWe < LLat. posiuula, dim. of Lat. pwtwus, behind < jmiLafin- 
A small rear gate, cap. one in a csctle or wtt, — ad). Located in bade 
or at the side. 

poster paint n, tcmtcra t 

FoSt Exo.h^ngc. a service mark for a store 00 9 military lose itut 
sells goods to military personnel, their dependents, and sumenseQ ci- 
vilians. 

po^t-ex-H-i-an (past'eg-aH^MS, -zTl'yan, -ck-sG'c-Srt, -sll'y»l 
also post-CK-U-ie [^ll'tk, -ek-ial'aq adj. Of or rehriarn 
the period of Jewish history following the Ikbytcwn eapnvity {antr 
586 d.c]. 

pos**fix (post-Cflw') vt. -fixed; -tacin^ *£bcea. To S^Hix '» 
(post'ftfcs'J, A suffix, -past-frr'al, post-fix' an/. 

post-free (p&st'frc f ) adi. Chiefly Bnt Postpaid. . 

post-gan-^i-on-ic [Dost'glng-gleHln'Ik) a^. Located postcna« 
distal tn a ^mcliOU. . 

post«gla»cial (post-da'shal^ naV. Relating to ot happening iarw[ 
the time following 0 gbdal pedod. 

postgraduate (pdst-grai'dc-Xt -at') adj, Oi reUtint to, vt? 

suing advanced atudy after Araduation ftom high school 01 edit 

— n. One engaged in postgraduate study, 
p0$4>haste (post'hust' 1 adv. [from the phrase post, haste 1 jw£ 

rion on letters] T'Vjth ^reat speed : rapidly, —n. Archaic. 

speed. 
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